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Vision:
ls to arrive to a high-quality education in both learning and teaching, in order to achieve

the best educational, training and social outcomes to be able to compete with the higher
education institutions and the local, global and knowledge communities

Goals:

I. To improve the environment of electronic learning in the university faculties and
academic programs.

2. To develop the students” and faculty members' skills in the field of electronic learning.

3. To spread the culture of electronic education.

4. To produce high-quality combined courses.

Website: Email:

http: //elc.najah.edu elearning@najah.edu

httos://www.facebook.com/elc.nnu
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Marcos Olasolo

Pedagogical specialist
ETS Global

“ | was gladly surprised by
the number of participants
and quality of the
presentations
i really appreciated the
warm welcome from all
the participants and

organizers.

Testimonials

Of Our First " International Conference for Learning

and Teaching in the Digital World "

Ms. Kelly Robinson
ELT Specialist (EMEA)
National Geographic Learning

it was fruly an excellent, well-
attended event. The sessions
were varied and inspired rich
discussion and lively debate.

Lamis Abbas

Faculty Member
Birzeit University

It was a fantastic event.
| was so impressed with the
conference.



30th March

2014

Jawad Fatayer
Faculty Member
An Najah National University

“ Thank you very much,
Proud of your
performance.

Prof.Lawrence Ragan
Co-Director
The Center for Online Innovation in Learning

| was very impressed with your
institution and the quality of your
work.

This experience will be remembered
as one of those "life changing"
opportunities.

An Najah University did a first class
job on this programl

@@ BRITISH
®® COUNCIL

Caroline
Staff Member
British Council

Actualy it was one of the
best | have attended and
partnered in.



The 3rd International Conference on

Learning and Teaching in the Digital World

Infroduction

An-Najah National University is holding the Third International Conference on Learning and Teaching in
the Digital World under the title "The Future of Education in the era of post COVID 19-". This conference
will take place at exactly nine o'clock in the morning on Monday, May 2022 ,09, at Prince Turki bin
Abdulaziz Theatre, the new campus, Nablus.

The conference’s preparatory committee also has the honor of inviting researchers and academics to
present the latest studies, practices, and experiments in the field of employing technology in education
and learning locally and globally; to rebuild theoretical concepts in a practical scientific way by
linking information and analysis through critical thinking and scientific research skills, as well as by
employing the latest electronic, communication, and technological systems; and to plan and predict the
future of the world after the pandemic in the next normal.

About Conference

Nowadays the world is witnessing a rapid change in
all life aspects including Education. All educational
institutions have responded to the changes that is
a result of technology and also as a result of the
Pandenmic.

All accepted papers will be published in
Scopus indexed/UGC care listed journal

All universities and schools have shifted to online
learning. An Najah National University is announcing its @ .

3rd conference titled “Future of education in the era of Sprlnger
post COVID 19-"in order to discuss research and best
practices in enhancing technology into teaching and
learning for a better future of education

. http://elc.najah.edu |
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Conference

Obijectives

@ |dentifying the qualitative transformation in the learning and teaching

processes from the point of view of researchers and practitioners.

@ Giving researchers the opportunity to share their experiences and
present their views on the reality of education in light of the Corona

pandemic, between opportunities and challenges.

®

The future of education and learning after the pandemic.

®

Opportunities for digital transformation in higher education institutions:

lessons and lessons.

. http://elc.najah.edu 5




Conference

Obijectives

@ |dentifying the best practices in e-learning to achieve the sustainable

development goals

@ |dentify the pros, cons and lessons learned from the experience of learning

in emergencies and move them to the stage of the new normal.

@ |dentifying the role of emerging technology and the skills of the twenty-

first century and ways to employ them in the new normal stage.

@ |dentifying recent global trends towards teaching and learning and the

stage of digital transformation in the new normal stage.

. http://elc.najah.edu 6




“ Conference
, Themes

Experiences and practices in learning and teaching in
light of the Corona pandenmic.

(®) A future vision for e-learning in light of digital
transformation.

(®) E-learning under the sustainable development goals.

. http://elc.najah.edu 7




Conference

Committees

Organizing Comnittee:

1. Dr. Saida Affouneh

Dr. Nidal Dwaikat

Dr. Abdal Khaliq Essa
Dr. Abdelrahim Abusafa

Dr. Sam Alfoqahaa
Dr. Soheil Salha

o 0~ w0 D

. http://elc.najah.edu

10.
1.
12.

Dr. Fakher Khalili

Dr. Kefah Barham

Dr. Mona Demaidi

Dr. Abdel-Razzak Natsheh

Mr. Rasem Suwan

Mr. Khaled Husseini




Scientific Committee:

1.Prof. Sameer Abu-Eisheh
2.Prof. Khalid Arar

3.Prof. Imad abdelhaqg

4 Dr. Saida Affouneh

S.Dr. Abdelrahim Abusafa
6.Dr. Ahmad Talili

/.Dr. Mustafa Ghanim
8.Dr. Mohammad Yassin
9.Mrs. Samah Abuoun

10.
1.
12.
13.
14.
13.

Mr. Zuheir Khlaif

Dr. Abdel Ghani Saifi
Dr. Ali Shagour

Dr. Mamoun Mbarkah
Dr. Mariam Al tall

Dr. Muntaser Asmar

. http://elc.najah.edu




Technical Committee:

1.Mr. Zuheir Khlaif

2.Dr. Qais Yaseen

3.Eng. Raed Khelfa

4.Eng. Lama Yassin

S.Eng. Arij Abu Obaid
6.Mr. Ahmed Noubani

/ .Mr. Musab Miari

8.Mr. Alaa Nasser

9.Mr. Darweesh Abo-basha
10. Ms. Lamees Abu Saleh
1 1. Mr. Abdel-Rahman Shanti
12. Mr. Jalal Salman

13. Mr. Awwad Daraghmeh

. http://elc.najah.edu 10
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Speakers
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d Dr. Badrul Khan

Founding director of Educational Technology Graduate Cohort Programs at the
University of Texas and The George Washington University.

Blended Learning in the New Normal

Covid 19- has forced almost every educational institution in the world to act quickly,
infroducing technology to move learning online, or adopting blended/hybrid teaching
modality with some students present in the classroom, and others simultaneously
attending remotely. Blended Learning (BL) appears to be a viable and best-fit
solution for today’s educational and training settings in this new norma

. http://elc.najah.edu 12




Dr. Samah Abuoun Hamad

Dedicated, passionate executive operation leader with expertise in leading Palestinian socio-
economic development. Samah engages with various professional organizations, including the

¢ Dbusiness Women Forum and Rawabi English Academy, She is a lifelong learner and recently
pursued a Doctor in Business Administration from the UK in the MENA Tech Entrepreneurship and
Venture Capital.

Exploring Venture Capitalists’ Appraisal of Entrepreneurial Human

Capital:
A Novel Empirical Approach to Designing a Playbook for Start-ups’

Success with Particular Reference to the MENA Region.

In this thesis, the researcher explores the Venture Capitalists’ (VCs) appraisal
orocess and provides an accessible, insightful, and practical understanding of
the value to those in start-ups. The study focuses on the human capital factors
of the founding team and how to make these factors as attractive as possible to
VCs. This is vital to start-ups and other stakeholders because VCs play a crucial
role in building the entrepreneurial ecosystem and observing start-ups’ capability,
r@hodm@ss, and human talent to succeed, expand, and transition to the ‘scale-up’
ohase.

This thesis is a major contribution to the literature on start-ups and VCs appraisal
orocesses - both in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region and beyond.
Very little published research has been conducted on these vital areas and much
of that that has been published is not wholly relevant to the high tech and MENA
contexts. The qualitative results of this research show that VCs in the region use
rational strategies when investing - based on the founding team'’s information and
not merely on traction while paying attention to other factors such as the market
and the product. In this study, the researcher focused on identifying the most
relevant skills that VCs associate with success, concluding that this is the founding
team’s background and previous entrepreneurial experience.

. http://elc.najah.edu 13




VCs in the region identified their role as ‘economy builders’ and as going beyond merely
oroviding funding. They invest in people and provide advice to start-ups throughout the
investment process because VCs anticipate risk due to the limited skills of the founding
team. Therefore, VCs evaluate the founding team's execution skills and their ability to
receive and action to advice, and as they realize that the MENA region is still nascent
as a start-up environment, this pushes the investors to focus specifically on verifying the
founding team competencies during the due diligence process. Finally, the research
concludes that VCs tend to trust and prefer start-ups referred to them by a third party
due to the early examination of the team that will have already been carried out by the
referrer.

The researcher was inspired to produce a practical and pragmatic Playbook summarizing
key findings, aimed at being useful to start-ups seeking VC investment or those building
a team to lead a future start-up. It distils the information requirements and skills that
VCs consider most during their appraisal process - helping start-ups to anticipate and
navigate VCs' expectations and due diligence process. The Playbook will help start-ups
minimize the risk that poor preparation of their human capital factors will be an element
of their failure to effectively approach VCs in the MENA region.

. http://elc.najah.edu 14



Prof. Daniel Burgos

Professor of Technologies for Education & Communication and Vice-rector for
International Research, at Universidad International de La Rioja (UNIR Spain)

Digital Transformation and Sustainable Development Goals In
Higher Education

With this synopsis: “Digital Transformation is a needed step in Higher Education.
Learners, teachers, university professors, parents and academic managers need
to get up-to-speed in order to adapt their regular flow and methodology to @
different mindset and to an adapted skillset. They migrate or re-enforce the ability
to teach, learn and manage into an online or blended setting. Informal learning
and open resources become now a useful, if not the most powerful, means to
overcome the obstacle of an unexpected and unwanted scenario. How is Digital
Transformation implemented? Is it actually a need or just a trending topic? How is
it engaged with the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals? This lecture will provide
a few clues towards an effective implementation of Digital Transformation in Higher
Education, supporting, and supported by, SDCs”

. http://elc.najah.edu 15




| Prof. John Traxler

Professor of Digital Learning in the Institute of Education at the University of
Wolverhampton. He is UNESCO Chair in Innovative Informal Digital Learning in
W Disadvantaged and Development Contexts. (University of Wolverhampton, UK)

Building Back bBetter: Learning and teaching in the Corona
Pandemic

The pandemic, the impact of the pandemic and the responses to the pandemic,
in the education sectors of every country, and in their societies, their economies
and their infrastructure are all factors that shape ‘A future vision for e-learning in
light of digital transformation.” This keynote draws on research for the UK Edtech
Hub and on the work of the UNESCO Chair at the University of Wolverhamp

. http://elc.najah.edu 16




Prof. Katherine Wimpenny

W Professor of Research in Global Education and Theme Lead for Global Learning:
i Cducation Without Boundaries, in the Research Centre for Clobal Learning:

Inclusive collaborative online international pedagogies
Online conversations on digital higher education

Social justice in education demands equity for all students not least in recognizing
and embracing student diversity in terms of gender, age, ethnicity, neurodiversity, etc.
As a mindset, social justice encourages openness, collaboration, and information
sharing. In this presentation and considering how the pandemic has prompted
re-examination of the exclusionary nature of physical mobility and the increasing
focus on the digitalization of the home curriculum to include more students and
geographical locations, | will discuss our research into inclusive collaborative
online pedagogies. | will examine the use of online pedagogies as a practice,
a complex, multifaceted entity which contains much more than the sum of its
components, and which brings into play notions of power, control, and responsibility.
The consequences of what happens when we reproduce educational practices
in unthinking ways will be examined to ensure online pedagogies do not follow
a design benefiting some while excluding many more. This includes not adopting
online pedagogies trimmed to fit convenient models and common practices which
claim to represent inclusivity, but as a holistic, committed practice for learners
across the Global South and North, requiring a number of dimensions that cannot
be assumed nor overlooked.

. http://elc.najah.edu 17
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Dr. Maysoun lbrahim

President of the Palestinian Syndicate for Information Sciences and Technology,
. She is a professional in Information and Communication Technology for
Development, She is a researcher with a rich track of publications and holds @
PhD in Technology for Development.

Leveraging Technologies for Online Learning in Palestine:
Lessons from the Pandemic

The educational systems worldwide, including Palestine, were under increasing
oressure to use different digital technologies to ensure the continuity of the
educational process during the COVID19- pandemic. While countries in the
developed world were able to provide the technology and infrastructure needed
to proceed with online learning, countries in the developing world were not able
to apply these technologies at the same level. The digital divide among countries
and among cities in the same country has affected the delivery of online learning,
including both the school education and higher education. Meanwhile, the outbreak
of Covid | 9- pushed the Palestinian government to close all educational institutions
to reduce the spread of infection between students. The closure highlighted various
sensitive issues such as existing digital divide and the need on digital learning.
This talk aims at highlighting the status of the use of online technologies during
the closure of educational institutions in Palestine. It sheds light on the challenges
facing the application of these technologies at all local levels. Related available
statistical data from the Arab region, including Palestine, will be pointed up. The
talk will conclude with a list of Post-Covid|9- recommendations to boost the
cducational system in Palestine through technology.

. http://elc.najah.edu 19
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Prof. Ahmed Tlili

Associate Professor at beijing Normal University, China and Adjunct Associate
Professor at An-Najah University, Palestine. He is also a Visiting Professor at UNIR,
Spain and the Co-Director of the OER Lab at the Smart Learning Institute of
Beijing Normal University (SLIBNU), China.

Towards an inclusive future education-The evolution of
sustainability models for Open Educational Resources

The adoption of Open Educational Resources (OER) can, on the one hand, increase
access and quality in higher education, but on the other hand it is raising concerns
among universities and researchers about its economic sustainability. This is mainly
because, unlike traditional online learning, in OER-based approaches learners do
not have to pay to access learning resources, however the institution incurs costs
for the production, maintenance and dissemination of OER. In this context, the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) has
urgently called for more research on OER sustainability models in its 2019 OER
recommendation. To contribute to a better understanding of this issue, this paper
used the triangulation method to investigate the potential OER sustainability
models that are currently implemented by universities, along with their challenges
and possible developments.
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rDr. Soheil Salha Ms. Reem Jawabreh "

An Najah National University An Najah National University

The Impact of COVID 19- Pandemic on Pre-school Education
from the Point of View of Pre-school Teachers

This study aimed at exploring the impact of COVID19- pandemic on pre-school education
from the point of view of pre-school teachers. A mixed-methods approach was adopted. The
quantitative data were collected by a questionnaire to estimate the impact of COVID19-
among preschool teachers. The sample of pre-school teachers was randomly selected,
consisting of 1 15 female pre-school teachers. The qualitative data were collected by semi-
structured interview, with 15 female pre-school teachers. There were no significant differences
in teachers’ views according to their academic qualifications, and place of kindergarten. The
results also indicated the lack of training and a weak technological infrastructure in early
childhood sector. Therefore, the qualitative and quantitative results were consisted. This
study emphasizes the significance of more collaboration between stakeholders to enhance
online learning skills of preschool teachers.
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Ms. Razan Mukhemar & Others
An-Najah National University

Why Do We Learn?” Children’s perceptions and Future Insights

This study explores students' awareness of their learning in light of educators' growing
interest in "The learner’s voice." This is a collaborative semi-structured research paper
conducted by Ph.D. students enrolled in An-Najah University's "Contemporary Issues & Trends
in Teaching & Learning" course. This interest stems from educators' efforts to have a better
understanding of students' perceptions and attitudes regarding their education to assist
students, instructors, and parents in receiving a better education. This research relies on
semi-structured interviews with 875 K12- students (of both genders). The sample was taken
randomly from many private and public schools in different locations in Palestine (North
occupied territories, Jerusalem, and the West Bank). Students were mainly asked the question
“why do you learn?” to understand their perception of learning goal. The findings show that the
learning goals of students can be divided into two categories. First, internal motivations and
goals that symbolize inner self-fulfillment, such as "growing up" and "reaching future desires,"
must be achieved. External causes, on the other hand, are usually social, financial, cultural,
and other justifications that are considered as more opposing commitments in the second
pillar. Results indicate that awareness of the goal of learning and education becomes more
lucid gradually as the grade level rises. All age groups, however, agree on linking "learning
skills of something" with education and projecting their education to their future aims and
desires.
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Mr. Ibrahim Hamza Dr. Sarolta Tovolgyi Mr. Renaté Raduka
Budapest University of Budapest University of Budapest University of
Technology and Economics, Technology and Economics, Technology and Economics,
Hungary Hungary Hungary

Measuring gamification influence on students’ academic behaviour:
The case of BME elective course

Ganmification is a recent notion that has been implemented in numerous fields in order to
obtain better engagement and performance levels. Moreover, previous literature indicated
ganmification positive influence on students’ academic engagement and performance.
Although ganmification behaviour influence has been evidenced in an educational context,
the pandemic provided an excellent opportunity to assess gamification efficacy in electronic
higher education. Our research is an empirical study that can precisely analyse gamification
positive or possibly negative effects in E-learning on students during the pandemic. In the
faculty of Economics and Social sciences (GTK) we started to improve and broaden the
usability of Moodle to better organize our classes electronically. A pilot elective pilot
course was developed, and students were divided into two groups, both groups studied the
same course syllabus, however one course featured gamified components implemented via
Moodle, while the second did not. Students’ engagement, dropout rates and performance
were measured and compared between the two courses. Research findings demonstrated the
usefulness of gamification in higher education, particularly in an electronic learning context,
by enhancing student engagement and performance. Furthermore, study results indicated
the effectiveness of gamification in reducing student dropout rates.
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rEnc:ts A. A. Abuhamda "

Universiti Sains Islam
Malaysia

Problems Facing EFL Learners in
Palestine during Pandemic Covid 19: Teachers' Point of Views

This study aimed to determine the problems facing EFL learners in Palestine during pandemic
covid 19 from teachers' point of views. The researcher used the descriptive approach that
suits the purpose of this study. The study examined the role of gender and academic
qualification variables among EFL teachers in Palestine. The sample of the study consisted
of 35 male and female EFL teachers. The researcher developed a -17item questionnaire. In
addition, the researcher used T- test, means, frequencies and percentages. The questionnaire
included two main domains: The role of EFL learners in learning and teaching English language.
Furthermore, the total score of the study showed that the problems facing EFL learners in
Palestine from teachers point of view was high. In the light of the results of the study, the
researcher states some recommendations for the Ministry of Education, EFL teachers and the
future researches.
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rMs. Duaa Ghosheh "

An-Najah National University

Adopting GHOSHEH Model for Creating Innovative OERs Based on
Roger’s Process for Diffusion of Innovations

Open Educational Resources (OER s) are resources that can be adapted by a community of
users for different noncommercial purposes. OERs enable users to retain, revise, remix, reuse
and redistribute them in order to achieve educational objectives. The main objective of
the current study is to adopt a new model for creating innovative OERs. The model which
is entitled “GHOSHEH” model integrates multiple learner centered strategies with authentic
assessment, and focuses on practice and reflection. Roger’s process for diffusion of innovations
was followed in order to introduce and adopt GHOSHEH model by a sample of 117 teachers,
trainers, researchers and educators from different states in the Arab world included Palestine,
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, UAE, Irag, and Yamen. The study tried to answer these
questions:

- How did teachers apply GHOSHEH model in real contexts?

- To what extent did teachers, educators, experts, and trainers adopt GHOSHEH model?
Mixed method was applied; The qualitative data was collected from teachers’ reflections,
and a case study. The quantitative data was collected from the responses of the participants
on a questionnaire for adopting GHOSHEH model. Results revealed that teachers, trainers,
educators, and researchers from different states of the Arab world highly adopted the model
with evidences on its advantages, simplicity, compatibility, trialability and observability.
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I-Dr. Abdel Ghani Saifi Mr. Salah Sharabi 1

An Najah National University An Najah National University

Using educational video to enhance creative thinking among eight
grade students

This study aimed at recognizing the effect of the educational videos specifically YouTube
while teaching eighth grade Wave Motion and Sound, which is a unit in their school subject
(Science), on developing students’ creative thinking and their attitude towards it. The study was
conducted in the public schools that are supervised by the Directorate of education in Nablus
during the second semester of the academic year (202 1-2020). The experimental approach
with semi-experimental design was vutilized. The two methods of the study were:

- Testing creative thinking, which consisted of 6 parts.

- A questionnaire that measured the attitudes towards learning science, which consisted of 37
parts.

It was applied on the study sample which consists of 38 students from eighth grade in Deir
Sharaf co-educational secondary school.

They were divided into two groups: one of them was experimental with a total of 19 students,
whereas the other one was a control group which consisted of 19 students. The experimental
group was taught using the scientific YouTube, while the control group was taught using the
conventional method.
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The results have shown that the scientific YouTube was efficient in terms of boosting students’
creative thinking, as the ones who studied the educational unit using the scientific YouTube
displayed much more creativity compared to their classmates who studied through the traditional
way. Furthermore, the scientific approach has increased their desire to learn science and they
showed more positive attitudes compared to the students who learnt traditionally.

The study recommended the need to include this method in the curriculum, and to put links to
various educational videos throughout the curriculum. Additionally, It

confirmed the necessity to train teachers to create educational videos and broadcast them
on YouTube.
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er. Faiz Abdelhafid Dr. Mahmoud Alhawamdeh "

Al-Istiglal University Al-Quds Open University

Pillars of Innovation in Educative Technologies in Palestine Case Study:
TESLA Capacity-building Project on VR initiative in HEl sector impact &

aftermath

This article will discuss the TESLA Project as a case study to determine the Pillars of innovation
in Educative technologies in Palestine. TESLA was a capacity-building project cofounded by
ERASMUS+, involving seven partners from four countries. The primary output was to promote VR
technologies, among other goals.

The Pandemic showed that current e-learning platforms used in most Palestinian universities
could not ensure the complete delivery of the educative process like lab experiments. Tesla
foresaw the importance of Virtual Reality before the Pandemic and played an essential role
in forging the national horizontal policies regarding innovative technologies by proposing
VR technologies as an alternate solution to face-to-face laboratories using virtual worlds.
TESLA is not the first nor the last project that will try to bring innovative ideas to the HEI
sector in Palestine. However, the researchers will analyze the piloting experience of the project
conducted during the last year of the project to present the project's outputs and determine
whether it impacts the innovation in the Palestinian higher education sector.

The project results are intrinsical in capacity-building, and instructional design skills, among
extrinsic results, produced virtual reality-based learning environments.

Virtual Reality as Innovative Immersive Learning Tools in Palestinian Higher Education Institutions
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I-Dr. Kefah Barham

An Najah National University

Palestinian University experiences of Emergency Remote learning during
covid 19in Light of the INEE Minimum Standards

This study aimed to explore and interpret the lived experience of Palestinain university students
in emergency remote learning (ERL) during the COVID19-. The research used a qualitative
phenomenological approach to help answer the research question through asking 40 students
from An-Najah National University to reflect on their experiences through writing a reflective
essay. by studying how university students learned during COVID 19-, we could help ensure the
efficacy of ongoing ERL and better incorporate similar programs in the future if this ever happens
again. The researcher used thematic analysis in light of the five domains of INEE emergency
in education Minimum standards (Foundational standards, access and learning environment,
teaching and learning, teachers and other educational personnel, and education policy).
The study found that access & learning environment and teaching and learning domains were
the most prominent domains among other domains. Online learning was a problem for students
because of the constant need for Internet service; on the other hand, it helped them with
multiple sources of information. Students had paradoxical experience in emergency remote
learning by explaining it as “interesting and tiring”.
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Ms. Kifaya Sabbah Dr. Yousef Sabbah
An-Najah National University  Al-Quds Open University

Digital Literacy in the Palestinian Public Schools: The Influence of
Ganmification-Based Learning

Digital literacy refers to a set of attitudes, knowledge and skills, which assist individuals to
access digital information effectively and ethically. Moreover, it refers to the use of ICT tools
that enable learners to communicate with each other and to prepare and assess digital
educational resources. both teachers and students should employ different learning methods
to improve their digital skills and acquire an acceptable level of digital literacy. Game-based
learning offers a good means to achieve this objective.

The present research paper investigates the impact of gamification on digital literacy among
students in public schools. A combined quantitative and qualitative research method was used
based on quasi-experimental pre/post-test as well as semi-structured interviews. The researchers
used Minetest game as an intervention to develop ICT skills on a sample of students who were
underwent the suggested program developed by Alnayzak non-profit organization specialized
in education in collaboration with the Palestinian Ministry of Education (MoE).
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Ms. Laila K. A.Dawoud Mr. Islam Asim Ismail
University of Malaya University of Malaya

Technology Integration in EFL Classrooms: Effects and Challenges
during the COVID 19- Pandemic

It is a widely held belief that integrating technology into language classes may enhance
teaching and learning. In the past, EFL classrooms employed technology as a secondary
component. However, the current COVID19- pandemic has forced online technological-led
education. However, EFL teachers have used many possible online tools to improve students'
language skills. Many challenges have been raised due to the incorporation of technology-
based learning strategies. The study aims to a) examine the favourable impact of integrating
technology into online EFL classes during the COVID 19- epidemic. b) Address the issues that
teachers confront in COVID-19-era techno-led online classrooms. After combining online
questionnaires and face-to-face interviews, the explanatory sequential mixed method design
was chosen. The study included 56 language teachers from various Palestinian schools in the
West Bank and the Gaza district. According to the findings, despite having access to a variety
of technologically-driven programs and tools, EFL Palestinian instructors experienced several
challenges.
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Dr. Muath Asmar

An-Najah National University

Impact of the COVID 19- Pandemic on School and Learning in Extremely
Vulnerable Areas of Jerusalem

The COVID19- pandemic has led to rapid, unprecedented changes to the lives of people
worldwide, particularly the children and adolescents. This study investigates the impact of
the COVID 19- pandemic on school and learning of children and adolescents based on social
cognitive theory in unique context of east Jerusalem. Using survey, based on the internationally
established and validated instruments for measuring Health-Related Quality of Life Questionnaire
(KIDSCREEN), whereas school and learning of children and adolescents in east Jerusalem was
measured twice before and during the lockdown procedures due to the COVID 19- pandemic.
Multiple regression analysis, an independent sample t-test, a paired samples t-test, and one-
way ANOVA tests were used in the empirical testing. The results of this study indicate that the
children and adolescents in east Jerusalem had worse school and learning during COVID 19-
pandemic than before. Environment and personal factors significantly affecting the school
and learning of children and adolescents in east Jerusalem during the COVID 19- pandemic.
The finding of this study shed new light and provide important information on children and
adolescents in east Jerusalem as an extremely politically unstable context during a crucial
period of risk behavior, particularly when social and education support is lacking.
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Mohammed Tamimi, Khawla A.Hege Y. Hermansen, Mohammed J. Almasri, Aya

Muhtaseb, Razan Awawdeh, lyad Abualrub El Mashharawi
Alaa K. Tamimi University of Oslo University College of Applied
Palestine Polytechnic University Norway Sciences

Gaza

é H?Iis’ric Approach to E-learning in the Palestinian Higher Education
ector

The objective of this paper is to examine the conditions needed for holistic approaches to
e-learning in higher education (HE), through an empirical investigation of factors informing
e-learning in Palestine. Existing research has highlighted the need for more holistic approaches
to the development of e-learning. This paper contributes to this objective by empirically
examining how such approaches can be operationalised. Our research is part of a six-year
project entitled ‘Equip Palestine with E-Learning (E-Pal)’ funded by NORAD and carried out
by two Palestinian and two Norwegian HEls. We present results from a comprehensive needs
analysis, consisting of qualitative and quantitative data from a range of stakeholders, where
we examine multiple factors informing e-learning, including pedagogical, organisational and
policy contexts. The paper addresses the challenges and enablers for developing e-learning
in the Palestinian HE (PHE) sector and examines how a holistic approach to e-learning can be
conceptualised and developed.
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Laila K. A. Dawoud Islam Asim Ismail
Malaysia India

Effectiveness and Dark Sides of e-Learning in EFL Classrooms

Policymakers have tried to control the new situation by integrating technology into education
but the infrastructure was not well prepared for such an event. For the current work, it is
sufficient to point out whether technology integration in e-learning was beneficial during the
schools' shutdown. The authors also aimed at studying the effect of the demographic variables
on technology integration in e-learning. Another main aim of the paper was to shed light on the
dark sides of e-learning. This is to say, the critical challenges of teaching during the coronavirus
pandemic. Subsequently, a quasi-experimental questionnaire was used to elicit further data. The
sample was heterogeneous concerning their specialization. The sample of respondents included
sixty-seven teachers. The main controversial finding of the paper, technology integration in
online e-learning is beneficial during the coronavirus pandemic but many dark sides need to
be addressed. Another novel finding, the demographic variables of teachers such as gender,
academic qualification, years of experience, current teaching position, and class size do not
affect the students’ achievement or engagement. The result casts a new light on the huge
lack of proper training for both students and teachers. Another promising finding, students’
attendance and motivation for online classes were low. Future studies could fruitfully explore
this issue further by offering the Ministry of Education guidelines on how to enforce school
infrastructure to ensure the successfulness of online learning. Moreover, a special website or
software is also required to let students interact with teachers so they can submit homework,
answer questions, and participate effectively.
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